3688.]            Arrives with Hie ^Prince at St. Germains*

CHAPTER IV.

IBT the afternoon of December 28, Mary Beatrice drew near
St. Gemiains. Louis XIY. came in state to meet and welcome
her, -with Ms son the dauphin, and the officers of his household:
his cavalcade consisted of a hundred coaches and six. He
awaited the approach of his fair and royal guest at Chatou, a
village on the banks of the Seine, below the heights of St. Ger-
mains-en-Laye. As soon as her majesty's cortege drew near,
Louis, with his son and brother, descended from his coach and
advanced to greet her, supposing that she had been in the first
carriage, which he had sent his officers to stop. That vehicle,
however, only contained the prince of Wales, his sub-governess
lady Strickland, and his nurses. They aH alighted out of respect
to the king, who took the infant prince in his arms, kissed, and
tenderly embraced him, and made the unconscious babe a gracious
speech, promising to protect and cherish him. Louis is said to
have been struck with the beauty of the royal infant, on whom
he lavished more caresses than he had ever been known to bestow
on any child of his own.

The queen had in the mean time alighted from her coach, and
was advancing towards his majesty. Louis hastened to meet
and salute her. She made the most graceful acknowledgments
for his sympathy and kindness, both for herself and in the name
of the king her husband. Louis replied, " that it was a melan-
choly service he had rendered her on this occasion, but that he
hoped it would be in his power to be more useful soon;" then
led her to his own coach, where he placed her at his right hand.
The dauphin and duke of Orleans sat opposite to their majesties.
And thus in regal pomp was the exiled queen of England con-
ducted by Louis XIY. to the palace of St. Germains-en-Laye,
which was henceforth to be her home. When they alighted in
the inner court of the- palace, Louis, after placing everything
there at her command, led her by the hand to the apartments
appropriated to the use of the prince of Wales, which were those
of the children of France. This nursery suite had been newly
fitted up for the prince of Wales.

Her apartments were sumptuously furnished: nothing had
been omitted that could be of use or comfort to her; the most
exquisite taste and munificence had been displayed in the
arrangement of her dressing-room, and especially her table*
Among the splendid toilet service that courted her acceptance^
Mary Beatrice saw a peculiarly elegant casket, of which Tourolle,